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Abstract

Previous to 1930, Columbia House was not considered within the city limits and was difficult to

track down on census records. Title deeds listed it in 1924 for $3000 (2024’s equivalent to

$54000). It was not included in city fire maps, as it was just outside the lines drawn for fire

codes. Supposedly the house has been standing since 1914, but this can not be verified through

Title Deeds, City Directories, and blueprints could not be found. The Tuckers were the first

owners of this address and had four children and raised their nephews before the house

foreclosed in 1935. It remained vacant for a year before Stanley and Naomi Roeder lived there.

Stanley served in the armed forces, they had now known children, but witnessed several late

night weddings. In 1940 the Rapers resided at Columbia House, having met the previous

decade boarding together. Unfortunately, Mr. Raper was caught committing adultrey and Mrs.

Raper won the house and all belongings as noted in the Title Deed. In 1946, The Headlees

bought Columbia house and Walter moved in with his wife, children, and mother-in-law. From

this point on until 2001, Columbia House passed on through four generations. Walter’s son lived

there for two years and then his daughter Dorothy and her husband RaymondDewitt took over

in 1975 and their children took it over after them through the 2000s.
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Index

4. Tucker Family (1926-1935)

In 1913 Maude Buzzard almost drowned with a friend in a lake. In 1920 she did an

advertisement for a “Dr. Pierce Favourite Prescription”. Ezra Tucker was from Kentucky and

Maude came from Fayette Co. IL. They moved to Champaign in 1924 with their children Helen,

Jessie, Claude, and Paul. By 1935 they had fallen into foreclosure on the house.

8. Roeder Family (1938)

Mr. Stanley Roeder was born in Brooklyn, NY and served in the military around the

country. Naomi lived and worked in Champaign, often with her mother, Eleanore. He married

Naomi in 1931 and they resided in Champaign until 1947 when they moved to Louisiana. They

had no children together. Stanley Roeder, Naomi, and her sister Viola Reynolds actually served

as witnesses in a few courthouse weddings.

11. Phillip Family (1939-1940)

12. Raper Family (1940-1945)

Richard Raper was born in 1893 in Indiana to RansomWallace and Lena Raper. In his

1919 Draft Card he is listed as residing in Urbana, IL. He married Ida Guthrie in 1930. Ida

Guthrie was a cook for various industries around town. In 1940 they’re recorded as living in this

house with their son, Donald. Richard was a laborer for the university. In 1945, according to the

house deeds, it appears that Mr. Raper committed adultery and Ida filed for divorce, becoming

the sole owner of 1310 W. Columbia.

13. Headlee Family (1946-1971)

In 1946, the Champaign City Directory has Walter S Headlee residing here. He was

married to Ruby I. and her mother, Martha (Belle) McNeeley lived here as well. They lived here

from 1946 until 1971 according to Census records and City Directories. Walter worked as a

painter and upholsterer. In the basement, over 30 glass bottles for tablets, capsules, and tonics

to a Mrs. W. P. McNeely, prescribed by Dr. Christie - of Christie Clinic. In 1920 they lived with

their daughter in Willow Branch Twsp IL. Their daughter, Dorothy married Raymond in 1930

and they had a son and daughter named Thomas and Peggy Dewitt.

17. Dewitt (1972-1974)
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1926 - 1935

Tucker Family

1926 City Directory - Champaign County, IL
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1930 Federal Census - Champaign County, IL
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07.11.1913 Weekly Pantagraph

05.16.1924 Urbana Daily Courier 06.07.1920 DeKalb Daily
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09.14.1932 Urbana Daily 11.03.1933 Daily Illini
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1938

Roeder

1935 City Directory - Champaign County, IL
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Nov 2 1931-Daily Illini
Urbana Daily Courier, 2 November 1931
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1939

Phillips

1939 City Directory - Champaign County, IL
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1940 - 1945

Raper

1945 City Directory - Champaign
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1946 - 1971

Headlee

Dorothy Headlee, 1934 Champaign High School Yearbook
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1950 Federal Census - Champaign County, IL



14

1960 City Directory - Champaign County, IL
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Daily Illini - Jan 31 1928

Nov 7, 1931 Nov 1, 1934
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1972 - 1974

Dewitt

Thomas was the son of Dorothy and Raymond Dewitt and the grandson of Walter and
Ruby Headlee. He was born in 1951 and was recorded in the Centennial High School
Yearbook in 1968 and active in band. He moved to Mahomet and lived there according

to public record after 1978.


